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Career Opportunities
All teachers are required to complete course work to
maintain their teaching credentials. Those in the
special-education field should consider adding new
endorsements to increase their employment options.
The master’s degree in learning disabilities is an
excellent choice. At EMU, the learning disabilities
program leads to a master’s degree and advanced
endorsement. Graduates from the Department of
Special Education benefit from the department’s top-
notch reputation. Students completing the learning
disabilities program are employed as teachers in public
and private schools, in community agencies, in
residential institutions, and at hospitals. Their
specialized skills are in demand, and there are
numerous job openings for program graduates.

Accreditation
The EMU College of Education is accredited by the
National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education
and approved by the Michigan Department of
Education for the preparation of educational personnel.
The Department of Special Education is accredited by
the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC), in addition
to NCATE accreditation and approval through the
Michigan Department of Education. The learning
disability endorsement is a K–12 endorsement and is
approved by the Michigan Department of Education.

Course Sequence Available at:
• EMU–Brighton
• EMU Main Campus
Students may begin the learning disabilities program at
either location. Students must be admitted to the
graduate program in Learning Disabilities in order to
proceed with the endorsement or master’s degree. The
entire program can be taken at any one location over a
two-year period.

Master of Arts in Learning Disabilities
For Special Education Classroom Teachers

Eastern Michigan University’s advanced professional education programs prepare students for a variety of
educational roles and areas of expertise. The theme of the graduate programs in the College of Education is:
Inquiry, Advocacy, and Leadership in education for a diverse and democratic society. In addition, the
master’s level programs in the Department of Special Education support the development of professionals
with the comprehensive knowledge, skills and attitudes to deliver a continuum of habilitative/rehabilitative
services to persons with special needs, and to their families, within a multicultural society. Students
accepted into the graduate program in learning disabilities may elect a teaching endorsement and a master
of arts degree.

Complete your application for admission to Eastern Michigan University
on the Web — http://www.emich.edu/admissions/apply/



Initial Special Education Endorsement
Completion of the Master of Arts in Learning Disabilities
and an initial endorsement in Learning Disabilities requires
the completion of 37 credit hours of combined core,
concentration and endorsement courses in the following
configuration:

Core Courses
SPGN 621 Law and Public Policy for Individuals with

Disabilities (3)
SPLI 678 Assessment and Advanced Diagnostic-

Prescriptive Programming for Students
with Disabilities (4)

EDPS 677 Research Techniques (3)
  OR
EDPS 667 Principals of Educational Research (3)
SPGN 525 Classroom Management and Social Skill

Development for Students with Disabilities (2)

Methodology
SPGN 630 Integrated Curriculum and Educational

Programming for Mathematics and Motor
Development (3)

SPLI 672 Integrated Curriculum: Linguistics and
Language Arts (3)

LD Concentration
SPLI 468G Education of Children with

Learning Disabilities (2)
SPLI 693 Practicum in Learning Disabilities (4)
SPLI 712 Research Colloquium: Learning Disabilities (2)

Endorsement
SPGN 481 Assistive Technology in Special Education (2)
SPGN 510 Students with Disabilities in the General

Education Classroom (3)
SPGN 615 Social Psychology of Disability: Family, School,

Society (3)
SPGN 390 Measurement and Diagnosis

in Special Education (3)
**Note:  Some students may have course equivalencies for
the Endorsement courses, but the degree requirement
continues to be 37 credits.

Advanced Special Education Endorsement
Completion of the Master of Arts in Learning Disabilities
and an advanced endorsement in Learning Disabilities
requires the completion of 37 credit hours of combined
core, concentration and elective courses in the following
configuration:

Core Courses
SPGN 621 Law and Public Policy for Individuals with

Disabilities (3)
SPLI 678 Assessment and Advanced Diagnostic-

Prescriptive Programming for Students with
Disabilities (4)

EDPS 677 Research Techniques (3)
  OR
EDPS 667 Principals of Educational Research (3)
SPGN 525 Classroom Management and Social Skill

Development for Students with Disabilities (2)

Methodology
SPGN 630 Integrated Curriculum and Educational

Programming for Mathematics and Motor
Development (3)

SPLI 672 Integrated Curriculum: Linguistics and
Language Arts (3)

LD Concentration
SPLI 468G Education of Children with Learning Disabilities (2)
SPLI 693 Practicum in Learning Disabilities (4)
SPLI 712 Research Colloquium: Learning Disabilities (2)

Electives

Total of 11 credit hours. Course possibilities:
SPGN 632 Collaborative Consultation (2)
SPGN 515 Microcomputer Technology

in Special Education (2)
PHED 578 Motor Learning (2)
SPCI 557 Cognitive Impairment: Nature/Needs (3)
SPGN 615 Social Psychology of Disability: Family,

School, Society (3)

Two routes to Learning Disabilities
Endorsement and Master’s Degree

The newly revised Master of Arts in Learning Disabilities includes a
specific course sequence for graduate students with a teaching
certificate who are seeking an initial endorsement in special education
as a teacher of Learning Disabilities, as well as a specific course
sequence for students who have earned an initial endorsement in special
education and are seeking additional endorsement and graduate degree
in Learning Disabilities.  The revised program was implemented in Winter
2005 at the EMU Brighton site as well as on the EMU campus.

Proposed Program  of Study
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Admission Requirements
Prospective students seeking admission to the Master’s
of Arts in Learning Disabilities program in the
Department of Special Education are required to:

1. possess a valid Michigan teaching certificate;

2. meet Graduate School admission requirements
including graduation from a regionally accredited
college or university;

3. submit two letters of recommendation to include: one
letter verifying professional competence, and one letter
from a faculty member or other person knowledgeable
of candidate’s academic competence;

4. achieve acceptable score on the Graduate Record
Examinations;

5. have a successful personal interview with an assigned
adviser; and

6. (international students must) provide a score of 90 on
the Michigan English Language Assessment Battery
(MELAB) or 570 on the Test of English as a Foreign
Language (TOEFL).

For More Information
For an application packet and more information about
course content and requirements for admission to the M.A.
in Learning Disabilities program, contact:

The Department of Special Education
Eastern Michigan University
John W. Porter Building – Suite 128
Ypsilanti, MI 48197
Phone: 734.487.3300
FAX: 734.487.2473
www.emich.edu/coe/speced
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EMU–Brighton
2250 Genoa Business Park Drive

Suite 120
Brighton, MI  48114

810.225.0361
brighton@emich.edu

Washtenaw County/Weekend University
101 Boone Hall

Continuing Educationa
Eastern Michigan University

Ypsilanti, MI  48197
800.777.3521

continuing.education@emich.edu


